
HOWDY!
Dear Readers,

Summer is just around the corner. Hard to believe we are already
in June!

In this issue, I talked about the increasing popularity and demand
for Native Plants in our area. Also, showcase an insect and a plant
you might have had the pleasure of hosting in your garden.   

Happy Gardening,

Sara Moran 
Horticulture County Extension Agent
Ector & Midland Counties
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I  was trave l ing last  month ,  v is i t ing my fami ly  in  Cal i forn ia ,  and
I  not iced nat ive p lants incorporated into the landscape a lmost
everywhere we went .  I  have a lso seen more art ic les ,
profess iona ls ,  and soc ia l  media posts ta lk ing about  the
importance of  nat ive p lants .  Res idents in  the Permian Bas in
are a lso increas ing ly  interested in  learn ing about  nat ive
p lants ,  incorporat ing them into the ir  gardens ,  and recogniz ing
the env ironmenta l ,  economic ,  and aesthet ic  benef i ts  of
p lant ing spec ies nat ive to  the ir  loca l  reg ions .  Soc ia l  media has
further  acce lerated th is  trend .  Gardeners regu lar ly  share
photos ,  success stor ies ,  and educat iona l  content  that  insp ire
others to  create nat ive p lant  gardens .  But  what  are nat ive
p lants ,  and why do they matter?
 
Nat ive p lants are spec ies that  have evo lved over  thousands of
years in  a  spec i f ic  geographic  area .  Because they are adapted
to loca l  so i ls ,  c l imate condit ions ,  and wi ld l i fe ,  they often thr ive
with less maintenance than non-nat ive ornamenta l  p lants -and
let 's  be honest ,  who does not  want  a  less maintenance
plant/ landscape?.  
 
Addit iona l ly ,  nat ive p lants have deve loped important  eco log ica l
re lat ionships with loca l  insects ,  b i rds ,  and other  wi ld l i fe .  Bees ,
butterf l ies ,  moths ,  and other  po l l inat ing insects depend on
nat ive f lowers for  food and habitat .  Many nat ive insects have
evo lved a longs ide spec i f ic  p lant  spec ies and cannot  surv ive
without  them.  Nat ive p lants produce seeds ,  f ru i ts ,  and insects
that  serve as essent ia l  food sources for  b i rds year-round.
 
The f i rst  two nat ive p lants I  p lanted in  my garden were an
eye-opening exper ience .  I  purchased them at  the Permian
Basin Master  Gardener p lant  sa le  about  3 years ago .  Gregg ’s
Mist  F lower (Conoc l in ium d issectum (Eupator ium greggi i ) )  and
Frogfru i t  (Phyla nodi f lora ) ,  both 1-ga l  conta iners .  The Gregg ’s
Mist  F lower has grown about  3 f t  wide .  The f i rst  year ,  the
number of  butterf l ies  danc ing in  the wind and jumping from
f lower to  f lower was insane .  There were some sk ippers too .  I
spend more than 30 minutes look ing at  them and try ing to  get
the perfect  butterf ly  p icture .  
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NATIVE PLANTS HAVE ENTERED THE CHAT!
BY SARA MORAN, HORTICULTURE AGENT, ECTOR & MIDLAND COUNTIES.



Maintenance is  min imal .  We cut  them back once a year ,  typ ica l ly  February-March ;  I  don ' t
do i t  every year .  I r r igat ion is  a lso min imal  once they are estab l ished .  Estab l ished p lants
thr ive on a deep ,  infrequent  water ing schedule—typ ica l ly  just  once or  twice a month
dur ing the intense summer heat ,  and l i t t le  to  none in  the winter  ( f rom Nat ive Amer ican
Seed) .  P lant ing nat ive spec ies is  one of  the s implest  and most  ef fect ive act ions we can
take to  support  po l l inators ,  conserve water ,  and reduce maintenance .  Another  p lus :
nat ive p lants often do not  require  fert i l i zers ,  pest ic ides ,  and so i l  amendments .
 
A common misconcept ion is  that  nat ive p lant  gardens appear wi ld  or  unkempt .  However ,
they can be beaut i fu l  and benef ic ia l .  Nat ive p lants can be incorporated into a wide
range of  sty les ,  f rom formal  gardens to  natura l ist ic  p lant ings .  The ir  ab i l i ty  to  attract
butterf l ies ,  b i rds ,  and other  wi ld l i fe  adds a layer  of  en joyment that  trad i t iona l
landscapes may not  prov ide .

The second p lant  was Frogfru i t ,  a  groundcover .  I  have rock
mulch in  my front  yard ,  which I  do not  l i ke ,  but  I  d id  not  want
to remove i t  e i ther ,  so I  dec ided on a qu ick  f i x  instead .  Then
frogfru i t  was the perfect  answer !  And i t  d id  not  d isappoint .
I t  has expanded (about  3 f t  wide) ,  and i t  is  cover ing a lmost
the ent i re  area .  Note :  I f  you dec ide to  do someth ing s imi lar ,
be sure the area is  not  heav i ly  traff icked in  your  landscape .
Frogfru i t  wi l l  to lerate l ight  traff ic ;  however ,  the rocks can
create an uneven walk ing area .  Frogfru i t  has smal l  whi te
f lowers that  appear on short  stems,  as i f  they are f loat ing
on top of  the dense green fo l iage . . .and then ,  butterf l ies  and
bees wi l l  make the ir  appearance!   

Then ,  every year  I  have incorporated one or  two nat ive
p lants to  my landscape .  Beauty Berry  (Cal l icarpa amer icana ) ,
Yucca (Hespera loe parv i f lora ) ,  Texas Betony (Stachys
cocc inea ) ,  Turkscap (Malvav iscus drummondi i ) ,  Rock Rose
(Pavonia las iopeta la ) ,  and Fa l l  aster  (Symphyotr ichum
oblongi fo l ium ) ,  to  name a few,  are now part  of  the
landscape .  
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Rock Rose (Pavonia lasiopetala) Beauty Berry (Callicarpa americana) Fall aster (Symphyotrichum oblongifolium)

Picture from Native American Seed



LARKSPUR
Larkspur (Delphinium sp.) a beautiful cool-
season flowering plant known for its tall
spikes of colorful blooms in shades of blue,
purple, pink, and white. It attracts bees,
butterflies, and other pollinators, making it a
valuable addition to gardens and landscapes. 

Larkspur grows best in full sun and well-
drained soil and often reseeds itself for
blooms in future seasons. Its striking flowers
are also popular in cut flower arrangements. 
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Tomato Hornworm, is a large green caterpillar that
feeds on tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, and other plants
in the nightshade family. It has a very soft skin. They look
so cute when they are eating too. Yes, they can defoliate
your plant or cause damage to the fruit.  Hand-picking is
an effective control method, and natural predators such
as parasitic wasps help keep populations in check. 

Keep in mind, that tomato hornworms are the larval
stage of the hawk or sphinx moth, which are equally
beautiful as well. 

Tomato Hornworm is a perfect example that if you like
moths or butterflies in your garden, you also need to love
caterpillars!

Know Your insect

Plant Spotlight



What is  wrong with  my tree?
 
I  rece ived th is  quest ion qu i te  often .  Usual ly ,  i t  h i ts  my emai l  w i th  a  couple  of
p ictures .  My response inc ludes more quest ions than answers .  
 
Many factors can affect  a  tree 's  hea l th ,  inc lud ing pests ,  d iseases ,  drought  stress ,
overwater ing ,  nutr ient  def ic ienc ies ,  root  damage ,  weather  extremes ,  or  phys ica l
in jury .  P ictures of  the ent i re  tree ,  the affected leaves or  branches ,  and the trunk
are he lpfu l .  Prov id ing as much informat ion as poss ib le  is  cruc ia l .  Tree ident i f icat ion
is  a lso important .  Knowing the type of  tree he lps us understand i ts  normal  growth
habit  and i ts  appropr iate growing condit ions .

I  a lso want  to  know everyth ing about  the tree .  For  example ,  how often do you water
the tree? Do you water  by hand ,  spr ink ler  system,  or  someth ing e lse? Is  i t  growing
in  the midd le  of  your  lawn,  or  does i t  have mulch at  the base ,  or  rocks? When was
the tree p lanted? Were g i rd l ing/  c i rcu lar  roots removed? Any addit iona l  mater ia l
removed (bur lap ,  ch icken wire ,  etc . )? .  A lso inc lude informat ion about  chemica l
appl icat ion ( fert i l i zer ,  insect ic ide ,  fung ic ide ,  etc . ) .  
 
Regard ing the symptoms,  prov id ing informat ion on how long the symptoms have
been present .  Are the symptoms spreading or  loca l i zed? ooz ing ,  d isco lorat ion ,  etc .  
 
Somet imes ,  there is  ev idence that  the damage to the tree is  caused by insects
(ho les in  the trunk ,  chewing on the leaves) ,  a  d isease (d isco lorat ion pattern ,  ooz ing ,
fungal  spores) ,  env ironmenta l  factors ( f reeze ,  drought ,  ha i l  damage) ,  or  human
act iv i ty  (compact ion due to  heavy equipment ,  p lanted too deep ,  i r regu lar  water ing) .  
 
Phys ica l  inspect ion can complete the p icture for  a  more accurate d iagnos is .
 
Then ,  the next  t ime you want  to  know what is  wrong with your  tree? Prov ide as
much informat ion as you know about  the tree and i ts  growing condit ions ;  otherwise ,
do not  be surpr ised i f  you rece ive more quest ions than answers .  A d iagnos is  is  as
good as the informat ion prov ided .

Have a gardening question?   Email me at sara.moran@ag.tamu.edu  ....I might have an answer 05

I might have an Answer



UPCOMING EVENTS

https://square.link/u/tzKmOvaU


Sara A. Moran serves as the County Horticulture Extension Agent in Midland and Ector counties in Texas.
She graduated from New Mexico State University with a Master’s Degree in Horticulture.  Her main focus is
Urban Gardens.
432-686-4700
sara.moran@ag.tamu.edu

THANK YOU! 
Joshua Maranon, for your help and patience creating this newsletter!

EDITORS & CONTRIBUTORS
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