
HOWDY!
Dear Readers,

I hope your Spring is going well. Sorry, I missed the March
newsletter. It was an unusual month for me. 

But, here we are again! In April, a month that brings all the blooms.
Beautiful flowers all around us, so take the time to stop and enjoy
them! Gardens are also waking up, so what are you planting this
year? Need some resources to help you decide? Well...I hope this
newsletter helps...

Happy Gardening,

Sara Moran 
Horticulture County Extension Agent
Ector & Midland Counties

Gardening Resources

Know your Insect               

Plant Spotlight                   

I might have an answer   

Upcoming events               

Word Search                      

Contact us                            

       Monthly Horticulture Newsletter - April 2026                                        

““Turn the soil, plant the seeds, 
welcome April” 

— Anonymous 

      Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. The
Texas A&M System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioner’s Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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 Texas  A&M Agr iL i fe  Extens ion  
The Aggie  Hort icu l ture websi te  wi l l  prov ide p lenty  of  research-
based informat ion in  major  gardening areas .  Fru i t  and nut
resources ,  vegetable  resources ,  ornamenta l  product ion ,  v i t icu l ture ,
and Texas Superstar .  You wi l l  have access to  free gu ides from
A&M spec ia l ist  
Texas Home Vegetable  Gardening Guide –  deta i led p lant ing ,  so i l ,
water ing ,  crop se lect ion ,  and p lanning gu ide .
Educat iona l  mater ia ls ,  courses ,  and hort icu l ture research .

Insect ,  Pest ,  and  Diseases
Vis i t  the Texas  Integrated  Pest  Management  ( IPM)  Program  from Agr iL i fe  on l ine .  The IPM
program is  a   sc ience-based approach to contro l l ing pests ( l i ke  insects ,  weeds ,  or  d iseases)  that
min imizes harm to people ,  the env ironment ,  and benef ic ia l  organisms.  Instead of  re ly ing on ly  on
chemica ls ,  IPM combines mult ip le  strateg ies to  manage pests ef fect ive ly  and long-term.

The Texas  P lant  Disease  Diagnos is  Lab  is  a  wonderfu l  too l  that  he lps you proper ly  d iagnose your
p lant  issue ,  espec ia l ly  i f  you suspect  a  pathogen is  the cause of  your  p lant 's  abnormal
deve lopment Vis i t  them at  https ://p lantc l in ic . tamu.edu 

Blog .  The PBMG Blog is  an educat iona l  gardening resource that  shares pract ica l  art ic les ,  t ips ,
and loca l  ins ights spec i f ica l ly  ta i lored to  West  Texas condit ions .  The b log features short ,  easy-
to-read posts wr i t ten by tra ined Master  Gardeners cover ing top ics such as nat ive p lants ,  so i l
hea l th ,  seasonal  gardening ,  and susta inable  landscaping to  he lp  res idents grow successfu l
garden .

Permian  Bas in  Master  Gardener  (PBMG) vo lunteer  program.
Members of  the Master  Gardener program are committed vo lunteers
tra ined by Texas A&M Agr iL i fe  Extens ion Serv ice who mot ivate and
educate the Permian Bas in  community  about  sound hort icu l tura l
pract ices .  
The ir  webs i te ,  www.westtexasgardening .org ,  of fers  gardening
informat ion in  d i f ferent  areas ,  inc lud ing vegetables (var iet ies ,  when
to p lant ,  and days to  harvest) ,  shade p lants ,  t rees (dec iduous and
evergreens) ,  annuals ,  perennia ls  (v ines ,  shrubs ,  groundcovers ,
grasses) ,  f ru i t ,  nut ,  and berry  cu l t ivars .  

Have you started your  garden ,  or  are you st i l l  p lann ing what  you wi l l  grow? Are you a beg inner
gardener or  an exper ienced one? Are you new to West  Texas? ( I f  so ,  we lcome! )  Whatever  your
gardening sk i l l  leve l ,  at  some po int  in  your  journey ,  you might  need resources to  he lp ,  encourage ,
or  insp ire  you in  your  gardening endeavors .  
Then ,  I  have grouped a curated l ist  of  re l iab le  gardening resources for  West  Texas .  I  hope you
f ind i t  he lpfu l .
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GADENING RESOURCES
BY SARA MORAN, HORTICULTURE AGENT, ECTOR & MIDLAND COUNTIES.
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Seed L ibrar ies

Seed l ibrar ies a l low gardeners to  borrow or  take seeds for  free ,  grow p lants ,  and return saved

seeds at  the end of  the season .  The Agr iL i fe  Extens ion Off ice (Mid land and Ector  count ies) ,

w i th the support  of  Permian Bas in Master  Gardener vo lunteers ,  manages two seed l ibrar ies .  

Mid land County :  Centennia l  Publ ic  L ibrary

Ector  County :  Ector  County Publ ic  L ibrary

The seeds we offer  are main ly  vegetable ,  herb ,  f lower ,  and fru i t  (e .g . ,  watermelon ,  canta loupe)

seeds .  Gardening gu ides are a lso ava i lab le  at  both locat ions .  

You do not  need a l ibrary card to take a seed package .  You can take up to two seed packages .

We k ind ly  ask that  you wr i te  your  name,  the seeds you are tak ing ,  and where they wi l l  be

p lanted (home,  church ,  farm,  etc . ) .  Th is  informat ion he lps us a lot  to  promote the impact  of

th is  pro ject .

We a lways take seed donat ions .  At  each locat ion ,  we have a ‘donat ion basket ’  where you can

leave your  seeds .  Label  them,  so we know what they are .  You can a lso br ing them to our

off ices (Mid land :  2445 E .  Hwy 80 or  Odessa :  1010 E .  8th St .  Su i te  220 at  the Ector  County

Annex) .  We wi l l  package them in  smal l  enve lopes and make them avai lab le  at  the seed

l ibrar ies .  

In  the last  three years ,  we have rece ived seed package donat ions from Tractor  Supply  Co .

stores (Ector  & Mid land count ies) ,  The Home Depot  in  Mid land ,  TX. ,  Bonnie  P lant  Farm in

Mid land ,  TX ,  res idents from Ector  and Mid land count ies ,  Utopia Val ley ,  LLC Farm in  Las

Cruces ,  NM,  and our  be loved Master  Gardener vo lunteers !

Test  Your  Soi l  
Healthy so i l  is  the foundat ion of  a  thr iv ing garden .  Test ing your  garden
soi l  he lps you understand i ts  condit ion ,  ensur ing your  p lants grow and
thr ive on hea l thy so i l .  

Luck i ly ,  Texas A&M Agr iL i fe  Extens ion has the "So i l ,  Water ,  and Forage
Test ing Laboratory"  where you can submit  your  so i l  sample and analyze
i t  adequate ly  for  a  fee .  P lease v is i t  the ir  webs i te  (check QR Code) .  Look
for  the "Urban and Homeowner Soi l  Sample Informat ion Form" which
might  be the most  appropr iate for  gardeners ,  read i t  carefu l ly ,  and f i l l  i t
out .  The form a lso inc ludes the procedure for  co l lect ing your  so i l
sample .  

The Nat ive Agenda.  A loca l  pro ject  by Amanda Green (Master

Gardener tra inee)  and her  husband,  Matt  Green .  They are dedicated

to greening West Texas through educat ion and conservat ion .  The ir

pass ion is  to  prov ide the community  with access to nat ive p lants ,

wi ldf lower seeds ,  and expert  gu idance on water-wise landscaping .

Whether  you want to  support  loca l  po l l inators or  create a drought-

to lerant  garden ,  they offer  the resources and knowledge you need to

succeed in  our  un ique c l imate .  

V is i t  the ir  websi te :  https ://thenat iveagenda.com



Ready,  Set ,  Grow!  f rom New Mex ico State Univers i ty  Cooperat ive

Extens ion Serv ice is  a  free month ly  webinar  ser ies that  prov ides

research-based gardening educat ion from extens ion agents ,

hort icu l ture spec ia l ists ,  and reg iona l  experts .  The program

shares pract ica l  gardening pract ices ,  seasonal  top ics ,  and

recorded presentat ions to  he lp  home gardeners learn how to

grow p lants successfu l ly  in  desert  and Southwest  c l imates .  V is i t

the ir  webs i te  at :  https ://desertb looms.nmsu.edu/grow.html  
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Classes  & Events :

In-person c lasses :  Always check the

Master  Gardener websi te :

www.westtexasgardening .org or  our

Facebook pages :  Permian Bas in

Master  Gardener ,  Mid land County -

Texas A&M Agr iL i fe  Extens ion

Serv ice ,  or  Ector  County -  Texas A&M

Agr iL i fe  Extens ion Serv ice .

AgriL i fe  Learn  f rom Texas A&M is  a  great

on l ine resource that  he lps you grow your

knowledge through research-based

publ icat ions ,  se l f-paced courses ,  and more .

Th is  p latform has learners from 170+

countr ies and a l l  254 Texas count ies .

Earth-Kind  Landscaping  (Texas A&M) is  an

onl ine program that  uses research-proven

techniques to  prov ide max imum garden and

landscape enjoyment whi le  preserv ing and

protect ing the env ironment .  The object ive

of  Earth-Kind Landscaping is  to  combine

the best  of  organic  and trad i t iona l

gardening and landscaping pr inc ip les to

create a hort icu l tura l  system that  is

effect ive in  the rea l  wor ld  and

env ironmenta l ly  respons ib le .  

AgriL i fe  County  Agent ,  of  course!

Look for  your  county extens ion

agent  here 

https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/
http://www.westtexasgardening.org/


LARKSPUR
Texas Betony (Stachys coccinea) beautiful and
drought-tolerant perennial native to the
southwestern United States and Mexico. member of
the Lamiaceae (mint) family, due to its square stem. 
Bright red tubular flowers grow on a spike. It is
blooming in my garden! with full sun all day long.
Texas Betony is highly recommended for pollinators
as it attracts hummingbirds and pollinators.
Low water needs and heat tolerant. Perfect for
native gardens.

Note: available at the Plant Sale on April 11,2026 more
details in the “Upcoming event’ section.
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Lacewings, are beneficial garden predators that help
control common plant pests such as aphids, whiteflies,
mites, and thrips. The adults have delicate, lace-like
wings and feed on nectar and pollen, while their larvae—
often called “aphid lions”—actively hunt and consume
harmful insects, making them valuable for natural pest
control. 
Note, that the larvae has a different ‘look’, so it is
important to get familiar whit the lifecycle of the insect. 
Lacewings are commonly found in gardens and
landscapes with flowering plants and are especially
helpful in reducing the need for chemical pesticides while
supporting a healthy, balanced garden ecosystem.

Know Your insect

Plant Spotlight

Picture by Anderson, Wynn in 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center website.



I had to do a little research on this one, as I am not familiar with
Maranta (Maranta leuconeura) growing conditions...or maybe I
need to get one to learn about it (just an idea, ha!)

Maranta is native to the Brazilian forest. Knowing that
information, you can get a strong hint about the type of
environment to create for the plant to thrive. You grow it indoors
and provide additional moisture with the humidifier. Nice!

House plants should be reported at some point in their life.
Reporting a plant causes root disturbance. Roots can be
damaged, breaking or becoming exposed to changes in
temperature. Then, there is also a change in soil conditions
(texture, nutrients, etc.). The plant has now experienced a
change in its environment, and it will take time to adjust to the
new conditions. This is known as transplant shock.

Common signs of transplant shock include wilting- even when
the soil is moist, yellow or browning leaves, leaf drop, stunted
growth, and, in severe cases, plant death. Roots are responsible
for taking up water and nutrients; when they are disturbed, they
cannot do so, and the plant becomes stressed. Some plants
recover quickly, others might take more time, and sadly, others
will not make it.

Fortunately, there are ways to minimize the effects of transplant
shock. Before transplanting, water the plant well and avoid
transplanting during extreme heat or cold. During the
transplanting, keep as much of the root ball intact and handle
the root gently. After the transplanting: water well after planting,
keep the soil moist, avoid fertilizing -it can stress the roots more.

Finally, be patient, which is always the hardest part, but plants
know what to do.

“
I'm wondering if you have any advice for a potential repot failure of my mature indoor
maranta. I haven't repotted in 3 years, so this weekend I decided to replace all the soil,
carefully removing what I could from the roots and repotting in fresh soil mixed with a
good amount of perilite. I repotted most of my indoor plants this weekend, and this is the
only one looking stressed. I have it next to a humidifier, but I'm not sure if there's anything
else I can do to help it out? Do you have any suggestions?
Christine D.

Have a gardening question?   Email me at sara.moran@ag.tamu.edu  ....I might have an answer 06

I might have an Answer



UPCOMING EVENTS

More Classes & Events

https://www.westtexasgardening.org/classes


Sara A. Moran serves as the County Horticulture Extension Agent in Midland and Ector counties in Texas.
She graduated from New Mexico State University with a Master’s Degree in Horticulture.  Her main focus is
Urban Gardens.
432-686-4700
sara.moran@ag.tamu.edu

THANK YOU! 
Joshua Maranon, for your help and patience creating this newsletter!

EDITORS & CONTRIBUTORS
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